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struction Bill. Thad Stevens took occasion to sneer at
those who still clung to the remnants of the shattered Con-
stitution, which he ridiculed as a thing of the past. He is
one of those who never regarded it as more obligatory than
the resolutions of a last year's party convention. Its over-
throw and destruction he would consider a party triumph.
This is the spirit and feeling of the "Great Commoner,"
the Radical leader.

July 15. There is among the Congressional majority
who call themselves Republicans or Radicals a wide dif-
ference, but there is want of patriotism with some, and of
tact and talent with all. They are incompetent and vicious.
The violent leaders are coarse and vulgar; the more con-
servative are weak and cowardly. The former defy, ridi-
cule, and disregard the Constitution; the latter dare not
defend it. Both can unite against the Administration,
which adheres to the great principles of the fundamental
law and maintains the rights of the States and the union
of the States.

Unfortunately for the President, his chief adviser has
no faith in the principles which the President most regards.
Seward has no faith, nor has he any strength. To the Presi-
dent the Secretary of State is an element of weakness. The
people have no confidence in him and they doubt and dis-
trust the President, who has. His association with Lincoln
weakened the power of the Administration. Still Seward
does not oppose, resist, or attempt to coerce the President,
but the latter knows he is from the great State and erro-
neously believes him the chief of a great party.

Stanton is more positive; but would often fail were he
not aided by the sinuous, pliable, flexible Seward. The two
hunt in couples, and, though of different temperaments,
are both of them subtle and have a full understanding to
stand by each other. Both are playing a game, and the
cunning, wily Mephistopheles is outwitted by Mars. Stan-
ton is treacherous. Seward is not, though a dissembler.